Fellowship  of  the  Cross 

Creed:  Suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate,  Crucified  and 
Buried 

Confession:  When  we  confess  the  crucifixion  and  the 
death  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  are  proclaiming  that  our 
God  is  a  God  who  suffers  with  man.  Except  for 
this  suffering  God,  we  have  no  other  God.  Except 
for  this  crucified  Christ,  we  have  no  other  Lord. 
For  this  reason,  we  learn  to  fellowship  with  this 
God  in  suffering,  humility,  weakness  and  shame. 

The  Scandal  of  the  Cross 

1  Cor  1:18-25:  Why  is  the  cross  foolishness  to  the 
Gentiles,  and  stumbling  block  to  the  Jews. 

The  Suffering  God 

•  Cross  =  suffering,  humility,  weakness,  shame 

•  Deism :  The  Greeks  believed  in  a  deist  God,  one 
who  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  physical  world, 
let  alone  participating  in  the  suffering  of  men. 
For  how  can  a  truly  transcendent  God  suffers, 
and  be  affected  by  emotions.  For  them,  the  cross 
is  utter  foolishness. 

•  But  the  Christian  God  is  a  God  who  suffers  with 
man  (Exo  2:23-25;  Hos  11:1-12;  Mk  14:32-36, 
15:33-39). 

•  When  we  cannot  "feel"  the  presence  of  God, 
when  we  suffer  "alone",  the  "hidden"  God  is 
there  on  the  cross,  quietly  accompanying  us. 

The  Fellowship  of  the  Cross 

•  Modern  man  would  do  anything  to  avoid 
suffering.  It  is  assumed  that  every  form  of 
suffering  is  evil. 

•  Triumphalism :  The  Jews  expected  Christ  to  be  a 
glorious  conqueror,  a  Messiah  of  miracles.  Do 
we  expect  the  same? 

•  What  we  have  to  learn  instead,  is  to  fellowship 
with  Christ  through  suffering: 

•  To  follow  Christ  in  suffering  (1  Pet  2:18-25) 

•  To  bear  the  suffering  of  Christ  (Heb  13:11- 
14) 

•  To  know  Christ  in  suffering  (Phil  3:10-11) 

•  Sharing  Christ's  suffering,  and  thereby  sharing 
his  comfort  (2  Cor  1:3-11) 


